——_— 


= 


- . y 


Or 


PASTORAL 
; An 


P _ 
% 


-OBE'D IEN CE duetoit; 


Inflieuted | 


God as a neceflary means to 


_ preſerve the Sheep from Stray- 


. £0XDON,- 
Printed for Timothy Garthwait, - 


| CEE: of) happy 


A SERMON 
__ » Preached before His 
Majeſty at Whitehall, March 9g: 1661. 


1 Far +a 


For ye were as ſheep going aſtray, but 
are now returned unto the $ hepherd 


and Biſhop of your Souls. 


daren HE condition of thoſe in the 
d . Text, both for what they had 
been once, and for what they 
now were, that is, for their ſtray- 
ing and returning again, looks fo 
like our caſe of late, (who, if ever any,had err'd 


”, 
þ' 


Pi Pi 
/ £ , 
% 
Fg P 
/ / 
BN 
7 D 7 
p » / 
/ YL, 


and {tray'd from all. the ways ot duty both to 


God and man, butare now happily returned 
to the Shepherds and Biſhops of our Souls ) 


you may perhaps —_— this Textto be cho- 
ſen of purpoſe to purſue thoſe two Blown Ar- - 


Luments . | 


a2 And |, 


F. 8 


= (2) Te were as deep going aſtray, &c.  * 
| And therefore before I proceed farther, it 
will be. nece{fary-to deliver you from thoſe 
thoughts,and perhaps that fear.For thoughthe 
miſchiefs in the one, and Bleſſings in the other 
be ſuch, as deſerveneverto be forgotten; yet 
poſlibly may not endure a perpetual importu- 
nate Remembrancer. 
And the truth is, the very words and phraſe 
of the text, which only at the firſt bluſh carries 
us upon thoſe thoughts, will leave us, if we 
look a little nearer to them. For the Straying 
here will prove to be of another kind, and 
the Return will be found to be to ano- 
ther Biſhop. The ſtraying here was of ſuch as 
had err'd hke Sheep, whereas ours had little or 
nothing of the .Sheep in it, ſave the Sheeps 
clothing; for dreſſ'd up/they were with pre- 
tenſes as ſoft.as wool, Goas gbry,, Purity ods. 
ſhip,. Chriſtian liberty, nothing worſe then theſe, 
and fo mdecd they err'd like Sheep, as if they 
had-been fſuch;' but the truth is, it was liker 
theranging of Wolves, tearing and devour- 
10g, then the {traying of weak and ſilly Sheep. 

' And forthe returmng likewiſe here, though 
1t was to a Biſhop, yet I dare not be. fo bold 
wath him that bears that name in- the text, * 
directly to apply it to our Biſhops, nor ad- 
Vance our return to this — * The 
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'The Biſhophere was no doubt our bleſled 

Lord and Saviour, whom God himſelf had 
conſecrated and ordained to © that ' office ; 
-but our Biſhops are not. otherwiſe concerned 
here then as they can make their title from 
and under him; but if that may be done 
hereafter, I truſt you will not be againſt it. 
In the: mean time, if there were no more 1n 
It, me thinks this ſhould be enough to recon- _ 
cile the Presbyterians to the name of a Biſhop , 
which our Saviour himſelf hath vouchſafed 

to take upon him. But having laid aſide that 
argument, which the words at firſt fight 
ſeem'd to offer, I beſpeak your attention to 
one of a more common intereft, which con- 
cerns all . that would be Chriſtians, whoſe 
Character it iss Who from the ways of fin 
and error, are return'd to the faith and obedi- 
ence of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, who to reduce: 
us from thoſe ways hath taken upon him to 
be our Shepherd and Biſhop. 

The main point 1s, That God of his mercy 
complying with the neceſsties and infirmities of nature, 
bath erected an Office of truſt and confidence in 
big hurch, under the quality of a Shepherd and - 
, $9fÞp; to aired and guide us, who otherwiſe would 
Perre and ſtray like ſheep, and ſo be loft for ever. 
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F. (4) Yewereas Sheep going aſtray, &c. Wl 
b+ -- | He particulars incident to this are, firſt. 
The neceſsity of it, impli'd in our natural 
condition, who like Sheep are of themſelves apt 
to erreand go aſtray. 2. The accommadation we 
have forit. For what ſhould they do which 
are out of the way, but return? and to 
whom ſhould Sheep return but to a Shep- 
herd ? and loſt Sheep, but to him that came 
to ſeek and ſave that which was hſt * and where 
ſhould they find fo ſafe and ſure a retreat  * 
asin him who purchas'd them with his own © 
blood ? All theſe are accompliſhed in our 
bleſfled Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom we ſhall 
conl1der, firſt in his office of Shepherd or 
Biſhop; then in his Flock or Diocef'; the 


Souls of men. We are returned, &Cc. 


He fir(t _ we meet with in the text, | 


13 our natural condition. That we were 
as Sheep that had gone aſtray. And the con- 
fefſion of this is the firſt thing we meet with 
in our Liturgy. We have erred and ſiray'd like 
loft Sheep. And though it were fit and ne- 
ceſfary it ſhould be there, for, ſure I am, 
wenevererrd worſe then fince we laid that 
by ; yet here we look apon it in another relati- | 
on and uſe; itis the fir{t ſtone to be laid in - | 
bo this 


On Pi, 2. of. s = 
this building, in the:ereftion of the office of 
a Shepherd and Biſhop. The infirmities of 
the Sheep are the ground of the neceſlity 
of a Shepherd. 
* Butnowthat while we are ſpeaking of our 
# errors, we do not commit one, we muſt 
# know , firft what kind of erring this is, and 
then how we fell into the fatal neceſſity of it. 
What it is, the Biſhop that muſt lead us out 
of it, will tell us ; for he is the Biſhop of our 
ſouls: and therefore our Straying.here muſt 
be that of the Soul. For though our natu- 
ral infirmities do expoſe us to error in many 
things elſe, yea almoſt in all other things, 
even thoſe that are within the reach of ſenſe 
and reaſon : there is not any thing in Nature , 
in Art, in Philoſophy , though commonly re- 
ceived for truth , which of late time 1s not 
charged with error, and it may be ſome- 
times not without cauſe ; yet without any 
orcat regard here, ifthe Soul be.not con- 
cern'd. 

Now if we be ſo liable to error in the things 
of this like , where both the end and the way 
to them are within the compaſs of the eye. - 
' m which we erre; as it were,-in our own. 

Countrey , where weare bred and born ; - 
m 
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== (6) Yewereas Sheep yomg aſtray, &c. 
_ _mmſt certainly: loſe our. way, where we 
. are*{trangers, being - Citizens of angther 
Countrey, as thoſe bleſſed Saints, who beſt 
knew the ways of the ſoul, confeſſed, that 
they were ſtrangers and pilgrims here; Heb. 11. 
14. And they whichſay ſo, ſhew plainly that 
they ſeek a Countrey , and that a better , that is, 
a heavenly, where God hath poup for them 
aGity. They muſt needs be diſappointed 


that ſeek for Heaven upon: earth, + where 
there is nothing ftted and proportion'd to _ | 
the Soul, either for the nature or the deſires | 
of it. The Soul is immortal , and cannot | 
be provided for, where all things are liable 


to change and mortality ; for when it ſhall 
ſurvive them, it will be ata loſs, till it find 
a Countrey like it ſelf, that is everlaſting and 

immortal. 6 3-0 
And as the nature , ſo the deſires of the 
Soul are unſatisfied here; the eye is not 
fatisfied with ſeeing , nor the ear with hear- 
ing, northe nnderſtanding with knowledg,, 
nor the heart with the beſt and choiceſt de- 
lights ofit. Weare ſoon wearied and tir'd 
with what we have, and areasthirſty of that 
we have not. . In our plenty as Craving ,. as 
athers in their greateli wants. The goods of 
8 | this 
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Honour , of Power, donot hep the better, 
nor are their bodies leſs comber'd with difea- 
ſes, nor their minds freer from vexations and 
troubles. And therefore as the Saints 1 
nam'd before, did by what they willingly 
ſuffer'd here, ſhew plainly that they ſought 
another Countrey ; ſo by this 1s ſhewn as 
plainly , that they had cauſe to do ſo. _ 

Now here lies the fatal neceſſity of -errme, 
they feek a Countrey and City that 1s invitt- 
ble and unknown to nature, either what the 
ſlate of that Countrey is, or by what laws 
the Citrzens thereof are tobe govern'd. And 
when we walk in the dark 1t 1s not ſtrange 
we ſhould loſe. our way. 

A chief part of that way lies, firſt in the 
knowledg and worſhip of that  God:, 'who 
had prepar'd for them a City , by whiat' $a- 
crifices, Rites - and: Ceremonies he: will- be 
ſervd. How much ofthat may be had by 
nature,.. we learn by thoſe, who were moſt 
8 likely toknow, but did not', who were the 
& maſtcrsof knowledge to moſt other. Nations, 

for of ſuch: S. Panlf 
h when 


a 3) 

this world are Hydropick all , quo plus bibuarur 
plus fitiuntur. They that have the preateſt 
| ſhare and portion in them, of Wealth, of 


ſpeaks. Fom. I-/ W ho Rom. To 
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(8 ) Te were As Sheep going aſtray, [*hS 4 | "Y 


when they profel{'d themſelves tobe wiſe, as 

well they might m many other things, yet in 

this of Gods worſhip, they became fools. For 

Row.1.23 they turned the- glory of the uncorruptible God, into 

the ſimilitude and image of corruptible Man, and 

. of birds, and fourfooted beaſis, and of creeping 
things. - 

The right way of worſhipping Gof ( lince 
reveal'd tous to be by Jeſus Chriit ) yyas not 
only unknown to them , but to/thoſe to 
whom God had more peculily imparted 

Ee, 2.5. BumMſelf. The myſterie of Chriſi/Epheſ. 3. 5. in 
other ages was not made known to the Sons of men , 
untill he was reveal'd unto his holy Apoſiles and Pro- 
phets by his Spirit. Yea it was unknown to the 
very Angels, who whenit was firit reveal'd, 
in a kind of admiration and curiolity e7:8p301 

1 Pct.1,12+ T@paxual, deſir'd to look . the word {1gnifies 
earneſtly to pry into. And that which the An- 
gels of Heaven did not know, certainly the 
ſons of men could not. | 

T he other part of the way to that heavenly 
Countrey in which we may naturally ſeenr to 
have ſome skill, the way of vertue, that is, 

Tit, 2. 12.1 the {tile of Scripture , to live godly , right- 
| eouſly and ſoberly in this preſent world , appeared 
to the very Heathen to be the only way to 


| : happi- 
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TT 1s HP Obs the BG C9) 
happineſs. Yet theſe natural impreſſions 
were ſo dim and imperfect , both through 
Original corruption, and the over-rulin 
power of paſſion and luſt, that of thoſe things 
they knew , they held the truth in unright- 
eouſneſs , even to the very. perverting of the 
courſe of nature as the Apoſtle obſerves of 
them in the ſame place, Rom. 1. Sis 2. 

Belides, many Tertues they knew not, 
which are the glory of Chrifiuanity , as Humi- 
lity, Denying our ſelves, Taking up the Croff, 
Forgiving and Loving our enemies, im their 
eyes looked more like tollies then vertues, and 
ſothey would have done m ours too, if we 
had had no better guide then our ſelves to 
lead us. EEC | 

Bythis we may ſee the neceſſity we have 
of Leading ; let us now ſee the accommodation 
we have for it in the Leader. Our bleſſed 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, a perſon every way fitted 
for the purpoſe , both for his skill, and good 
will; He knew beſt the Heavenly Countrey , 
whither weare going, and the way toit; for 
he came from thence, from the boſom of 
his Father. And for his good will to his own, - 
we cannot doubt they are the Sheep which 
he had purchaſed with his blood , and by 

| b 2 | that 


- 


( 10) Ve were as S heep going aſtray, &c. 1 


that had a juſttitle to govern in what Lordly 
way of Secular domination he pleaſed; yet 
choſe that eaſie gentle way as Shepherds uſe 
to lead their Sheep. And ſuch he Ars 
Jon 10.11 himſelf to be. I am the good Shepherd : the | 
_ good Shepherd giveth big life for the Sheep, and He 
made it good in every point while he was 
upon earth; He went about _ good , 
preaching the Goſpel, healing the diſeaſes of 
the Sheep, forgiving their {1ns, till he came 
to the aft and hardeſt work of a good Shep- 


herd , Helaid down his life for his Sheep. 
Yet his Paſtoral care died not with him. 
As he was a Prieſt for ever , ſohe wasa Shep- 


herd for ever ; for after he had in perſon aſcen- 

ded into Heaven, he took care for his flock that 

he left behind Him, that they might not be as 
Sheep without a - Shepherd. And from 
thence gare gifts unto men, ' ſome Apyſiles , ſome 
Prophets, ſome Paſtors and Teachers, &c. to 
contmue ſtill his Paſtoral charge upon earth : 

and they were the ſame perſons which before 

he went he had defigned for it, and for the 
-far.15.24 fame reaſon that the Father ſent Him, #0 ſeek 
and ſave the Sheep that were hiſt, as appears mn 

the preamble tothe commiſſion given to the 
Mar.g.35. Apoſtles. Mar. 9. 36. When he ſaw the multi- 
| tude 
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tude he had compaſsion on them , becauſe they were 
diſperſed and ſcattered abroad like $ * having no 
Shepherd. This commiſſion indeed was only 
to the loſt Sheep of the houſe of Iſrael while 
he was. alive; but when he roſe again from 
the dead, He renewed and enlarged it to 
the loſt Sheep of all the world. Go and reach Ma.28.19 | 
all Nations. 

And as he aſſigned the perſons, ſicut miſs: 
me Pater, As the Father ſent me ſo ſend I you. Joh.20.21 
He Inſtituted likewiſe the office it ſelf in all the 
points and parts of it. 

1. Go and teach all Nations , baptizing , Epc. Mat.28.19 
there he gave the power of preaching and 
baptizing. | 

2. He commands a perpetual memorial 
of his death, in the Sacrament of his bleſſed 
body and blood. Hoc facite, &c. | noggin 

3- He gave them at the ſame time the 
power of the Keyes, Whoſe fins ye remit they Joh.20.23 
are remiited, E&c. 

4. And before that in caſe of contumacy 
he gave power toexcommunicate offenders , 

If he will not hear the Church , let him be as a hea- M:18.17 
then and publican. | 

5. He ordered them how and what to 
pray. FVhenye pray ſay, &c. dMay.6.g. 

, $ 6. He 
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Mat. 7.19. 


IIL 


1 Per.5.4. 


IV. 


- 


- (1) Yewere as Sheep going aſtray, &c. 


6. He gave: them power and jurisdiftion 
over falſe Shepherds , tocxpel them from the 
flock. Beware of falſe Prophets which come to 


you in Sheeps cloathing , but inwardly are ravening 3 
VVolves. Theſe and the like are the parts of 


the Shepherds office. 

And to all thele in the 7hird place he gave 
beſides a divine- vertue and efficacy to work 
ſupernatural effe&ts upon the Soul. Not 
only the inflitution , but the power alfo 1s 
from him. And therefore by S. Paul he is cal- 
led the great $ hepherd, and : by Sg. Peter 


HXPYUTOILNY the chief ' Shepherd. The cure of 


Souls was originally in him, ecxmexknxw;, but 
Hzxorte: miniſterially and derivatively in the 
Shepherds under him. | 
And fourthly, that their leading might 
be taken and acknowledged tor his, He ap- 
pointed that all ſhould be donein His name. 
T hat they ſhould Preach in his name, Pray 
in His name, Aſſemble together in His name, 
Calt out Devils in His name. And accord- 
ingly S. Paul, when hejudg'd the inceſtuous 
Corinthian to be delivered unto Satan, 1 Gr. 
5. 4. hedid it in thename and power of Chriſt. 
And when 2Cr. 5. 10. he abſolved him, 
it was 1n perſona Chriſti, All was His. 


To 
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FS SW, 2-25. C13) b- 
To the Apoſtlesit may be all this was al- 
lowed , but not therefore to all other Shep- 
herds after. Yes, to all that can rightly claim 
from Him. His pronufe was to be with var.28.20 
them to the end of the world, that is, longer 
then any Apoſtle could live. Iam ſure the 
neceſſities of the Sheep will be the ſame for 
ever; for Sheep we (hall be ſtill whereſoever 
we. are. When God diſtributed to the 
Church the ſeveral pts of the Paitoral 
charge , ſome Apoſiles, ſome Prophets, ſome Paſtors ,,, - . 
and Teachers, he adds, that it was, ad conſum- 
mationem Sanforum, & -edificationem CoPpor is 
Chriſti, that 1s, ſo long as there ſhould be, 
Saints to be perieted, and ſo long as Chriſt 
ſhould havea Church, a. body upon earth, 
and that is fo long as there ſhould be Sheep 
Chriſt had provided there ſhould be Shep- 
herds. And theſe he hath taken to that near- 
neſs and conjunction, that the obedience or 
contempt done to them, he takes it as done 
to himſelf. Rui vos audit me audit, &c. 
| The benefits and advantages we have by 
F thisare many; firſt, it isan honour and incou- 
X ragement to the Shepherds, that the work |. 
& theydo 1s Chrilts, who will -bear them out 
in what they do according to their duty, 
GY | 0 GER 4 
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Jon. 20. 


2. It removes all diſcouragement from the 


Sheep, that make a ſtand at the infirmities |} 
and frailties of their Shepherds, that they 
look through and beyond all them at the po- 


wer of Chriſt under whom they ſerve. 


3. Another great benefit 1t 18, that in all 4 
doubtful and difficul: cales we may ſecure our | 
ſelves upon the conduct of Chriſtin his Mini- | 
ſters. For if poſſifly men ſhould be miſled | 


Ye were as Sheep going aſtray, &c. © 


and reward them for what they ſuffer for it. 


Oe 
= 


by them into error, when m ſimplicity of i 


heart, not knowmg any thing to the contrary, F 
they ſhall ſubmit to them; I dare promile | 


them at lealt a favourable hearing from him 
that commanded the obedience. 

But I dare not, nor can fay that for all 
Shepherds; for every congregational herd 


bath their Shepherd too ; but ſuch as have no | 


part in that power, whuch is derived from 


Chriſt and his miſſion ; that gave it immedi- | 


ately to the Apoſtles only. Sicut miſit me 
Pater, ſic, &c. And all others that have it 


mult receive 1t from them, or from ſuch as 8 
derive it from them by ſuccefſion. It is but |} 


reaſon that Chrilt ſhould have the choice of 
his own Miniſters. 'The Sheep that belong 
tothoſe other Shepherds, can plead nothing 


for 


2 32, eb, 225, 
. W for theirgbedience to them. Sy. PAULS Ss 
e i obedite propeſitis, belongs not to them, they |; 
Z obey not thoſe that are ſet over them, but 
7 F cither thoſe that ſet themſelves over the flock , 
- * or the flock themſelves ſet them, and that not 
& of neceſſity, which ſome -yainly .plead for 
| F them ; but as neceſſary , profeſling there is 
- WF nolawtul calling for a Miniiter, quem no mſit 
- &} pypulus , where the phys 1s not choſen by 
| F the Sheep. Ifthele fall into an error by the 
" & miſguidance of their Shepherds, they are in 
 & aſadand worle condition, which admits no 
plea of excuſe or extenuation from the Shep- 
herd. They mult bear their own faults, and 
the miſguiding of the Shepherds, which they 
make their own by chooſing them. In a 
word, the favour that Chriſt doth is to his 
own, not the peoples Shepherds. 


He next thing that falls into our conſt 11. 
deration. is our Duty. To return to 
Chriſt the Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls. 
$ And that 1s to ſubmit our ſelves to be led and 
guided by him. To turn to Chriſt 1s in effect 
to turn Chriſtian. Weare no leſs concerned 
here. -And that muſt be in two. reſpects : 
in his office of Shepherd and Biſhop, and 
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' Joh. 10.27. 


(1 6)  Tewere as Sheep going aſtray, &c. | 


in the execution of it by Shepherds and Biſhops. 
For firſt, we can not be ſaid to return to | 
him as a Shepherd, if we refuſe him in any | 
art of his office. The good Sheep faith our 


Saviour John 10. 27. hear the woice of the Shep- 


herd and they follow him. It they turn their 4 
ears only to him, and hear him, and not follow # 
him , they turn ſhort, for follow him. they # 
muſt through all the parts of his office. 'T'1s | 
fo with us, -who for the moſt part like nothing i 
in the Shepherd but his pipe, and a pleaſant } 

tune. His rod and his ſtafle we can ſpare. | 


. The Prophet Ezekiel deſcribes us right, chap.33. | 


Ezek. 33» 
31, 


Verſe 32. 


anold humour it ſeems 1t was. They cone unto 
thee , And ſit before thee as my people , to hear 
words, v.31. juſt as we do here come and ſi 
us down as the Lords people to hear his word. 
But what follows im the next verſe ? And he 
thou art unto them as a very lovely Jong of one that | 
hath a pleaſant voice , and canplay well om an Inſiru- 
ment ; for they hear thy words , but do them nat. 
And what will come of this at the laſt, our 


Saviour tells us in the Parable, where ſome | 


had the boldneſs to plead for their entrance , * 


Luk.r3.26 that they had ear and drunk in his preſence , and © 


had heard him in their ſtreets. Citizens it ſeems bf] 
they were by the ſireers , and by ther devorions, 
| a 


WE Þ > OR (17) 7 
a Sermon and a Dinner , they cat with him, 
and they heard him. But what came of 
it? by hearing him 'tis like they knew him 
well; forall that, he tells them plainly, He 
'$ knew not them. If the Sheep wanted no- 
= thing but knowledg, I ſhould pardon them 
2 tfthey defired nothing of the Shepherd but 
3 aSermon. Butthis1s not that which I prin- 
; 3 cipally intended here. 
| But ſecondly , That our turning to Chriſt 1 1. 
bein the full execution of his office, as in per- | 
ſon, ſo by commiſſion. Princes, as well they 
| & may, think themſelves contemned in their 
R Embaſladors and Miniſters. And 'fo doth 
; & our Saviour for his Shepherds, who are his 
- & Miniſters and Embaſladors too. Rui vos ſper- 
; nit me ſpernit. CO Se LES 
; .. T ſhall not incloſe this power or favour to 
; & Biſhops only, becauſe I find that name in the 
text; but lay it in common to all ſuch to whom 
Chriſt hath committed under him the govern- 
- W rient of the Church and the cure of Souls ; 
. WH fo as Preyterians may have a ſhare here, when 
| F they can prove their Ordination and Miſſion. 
| 7 -—Thipart of our dutyto obey Chriſt in'his 
S Mauiltersjs with many of very hard digeſtion, 
who not regarduig the neceſiry there 1s of it; 
C 2 nor 


W: 8) Yer Were 4s as Sheep going aſtray, Ree. 


nor the benefit we have by it, .nor the authority 
and commiſſion we have: for it, nor the gentle 
conduct we have 1 it, lay it alide asa thing 
of no uſe, and that God hath provided other 
means to lead us inany and more certain then 
any Shepherds can be. "We have firit our 
own Reaſon to lead us. 2. We have Scrip- 
zurea {urer guide then hs 3. Wehave the 

pos 19.13 Spirit beſides, and that will lead us into all trwth. 
Laſtly, we have our own Conſciences , which 
in the commuſſion of Leading is of the Revrios, 
nothing can be done without it. 

We cannot deny but that alltheſe have a 
part and ſhare in the guiding of our ſouls. 
But as no one of them doth exclude or bar 
the other ; ſo nor do all of them the Shep- 
herds. For allowing to every of. theſe that 
which 1s peculiar to them, there will be (till 
found ſomething to remain, which 1s proper 
for the Shepherds to do. 

Iam now, I confeſs, in a diſcourſe not- {ſo 
ſmooth and.calie as belt befits Popular Ser- 
mons ; yet becauſe many whom it 'concerns 
to weaken the hands and power of Ghurch- 
governors, do with their 1mportunate cla- 
mours fill the, Pulpit; you will pleaſed to 
allow of a ſhort Anſwer from thence too. 


And 
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| ND firſt for REASON, It isnot 

to bedenied, thatit ought to be adnut- 
ted even in mattersof Religion, where it hath 
leaſt to do; for Religion is the object and im- 
ployment of Faith, and not of Reaſoning, and 
yet naturally no man will believe any thing 
unleſs he ſees Reaſon for it. But how ? not 
a Reaſon of the thing that he beheves; for 


that works Knowledge, not Fairh;, but yet a rea- 


ſon of believing it, for the credit of the Author 
that relates it; for nothing can be more un- 
reaſonaÞle, then not*to believe God that can- 
not ly. But to admit reaſon in matters of 
Faith for any other uſe then that, is to ſet up 
a Religion without Faith, which would be as 
ſtrange athing as to have a Religion with no- 
thing elſe. 

T here are in Religion ſome things to be 


known as well as believed, and to theſe Rea- 


ſon and Diſcourſe is proper; for though the 
Articles of Faith, and whatſoever ſhall appear 
to be contained in Scripture are without all 
doubt and reaſoning to be received, becauſe 
God hath revealed them; yet that this or that 
Article or Propoſation is contained in Scripture, 
15a thing to be known , and lyes within the 
|  compals 
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| (20) Ye were as Sheep going aſtray, &c. WW 


compals of ſenſe, we may ſee whether it he 
there or no, that 1s, for the words. And 
for the meaning of thoſe words we muſt un- | 
derſtand the language in which they are writ. | 


ten, the proper import and idiom of the | 
phraſe, the force and conſequence of the dif- | 


courſe, the coherence and conſent it hath | 
with other points better known. We mult be- | 
ſides diſcover the fallacies and inconfequences | 
of thoſe'that would obtrude a diflerent ſenſe | 
from that we receive. All theſe difficulties, * 
though in matter of Religion, are within the | 
conduct of Reaſon ; but it 18 Reaſon ſo exal- | 
ted with $kill of Arts and Languages, - with 
Prudence and Diligence, that we ſhall be 
forced to find work for the Shepherds too. 
The greateſt part of Chriſtsflock, I am ure, 
mult periſh it they may not traſt others in 
thoſe things, to which their natural inabilities 
or courſe of life hath made thenr incapable. 
And for the beſt of the:flock, whom both 
Nature and Art hath / fitted to maſter the 
_ greatelt difficulties of thernſelves ; it they ſhall | 

teriouſiy confider how much and how oft | 
Prejudice, Education, Cuſtom, Paſſion and i 


Intereſt doth corrupt our Reaſon, we would | S. 


in prudence ſometimes ſuſpe&t our own, and 


ſeek 


537 #121. POE, 2. 26: ”""L2eP - 1 
ſeek betterſecurity from the Church ; where- 
though we ſhall not infallibly find the truth; 
we may alwayes fafely preſume it. This 
= will ſerve to reconcile our obedience with 
M7 Reaſon, 


7 HE next pretender againſt the Shep- 
herds leading isthe SCRIPTURE. 
I confeſs the Scripture to be a ſurer guide then 
Reaſon, for the Authors ſake; and yet, by 
what ye heardevennow, it works little with- 
out it, but yet furer for all that. - The igno- 
rance of Scripture is a cauſe of erring. Ye 
erre, faith our Saviour, not knowing the Scrip- Ma.22.25 
tures, And to keep us right in our way 
Gods Word is a lantern to our feet, and a light umo i 
our paths, Wecannot ſay too much of the ex- r05. ; 
cellency and benefit of it. It is aperfe& re- 
cord of all that concerns Heaven, orthe way 
to it. It hathall the perfe&ions that alaw or 
rule can have to guide us; yet thoſe perfecti- 
ons are confin'd within the limits and nature of 
a law, to do no more then is proper fora law 
to do, which 1s very little without a Judge to 
apply it. Though the rule be ſufficiently 
[iraight & perlect, yet it meaſures nothing out 
of the hand of him that hath Kill to. uſe . 
| | Bring 


(22) Yewere as Sheep going aſtray, &c. © 
Bring what controverſy you will tothe laws, 
they :pronounce nothing either for the Plain- 
tiff or Defendant. - T his1s the true reaſon why, 
though all ſe&s pretend to Scripture, there 
is yet no end. of controverſies, becauſe there 
is no common Judge to end them. And the 
reaſon why every lect for all that ſeems to reſt 
ſatisfied, they are guided by the Scripture , is 
becauſe they carry their Judge a-long with 
them, - themlelves. ns 
So as if together with the Scriptures. there 
be not a Shepherd too, or ſome as little to 'be 
truſted, our ſelves I mean, 1it- cavnot lead at 
Heb.4.12. ll. It is indeed a rwo-edged ſword, but cuts 
nothing , but in the hand of him that uſeth 
It. 


111. Third pretender to avoid the Shepherds 
is the SPIRIT. That without 

Joh.16.rz. queltion will lead us into all truth. But for 
the manner of the Spirits leading, the Scripture 
points out two wayes, The one Divines call 
TPOPNTINGS) the other may be call'd TUVERYETIN G5" 
TLoPnTINGs i.e. asit led the Pr ophets of old, by 
revealing to them the truth and matter of the 
Prophely, the object. And by this way it 

led all the Apoſtles, to whom ths .whole 

| ; doctrine 


| If PR 2-96 =: 
doctrine of the Goſpel, and myltery of 1al- 
vation by Chriſt was reveal'd. - And thus holy, 
i mma of God ſpake as they were moved by the 
8 Holy Ghofi. To this wayof leading none Tan 
retend, that doth not prove his commiſſion 
Fo God by a miracle, who ſends none of 
| MW ſuch an errand that cannot make 1t appear 
; WW ſome way, that he came from him. It the 
| I Enthuſiaſtick would have his dreams believed 
to be the dictates and revelations of the Spirit, 
let him ſhew his letters of Credence from Hea- 
ven ſeal'd witha miracle, and I ſhall not doubt - 
IF toſet him above all the Doctors and Shep- 
; I herds of theChurch. Otherwiſe he may deceive 
| 8 himſelt by his ſpirit, he ſhall not deceive me. 
The other way of the Spirits leading 1s 
ovvepyeTinoc, i, e, not by revealing any thing to 
us, but by co-operating with us, by fortifying 
the ſoul and the faculties of it, to all ſuperna- 
tural actions, by aſſiſtance of grace to inlighten 
the underſtanding to comprehend divine 
truth, to inflame the affections with the love 
of it, to ſupport our endeavours in all dith - 
culties and temptations. To this affiltance 
of the Spirit all the faithful havea right. And 
though 1n this way the Spirit cannot deceive 
us, yet we may be deceived in it, becauſeit 
d | never 
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AQs 15. 


}, # 


never works but with us ; ifwe fail-in what 


we are to do, then that fails us. 


And by this way not only private perſons, 
but publick Councels are governed. To whom 
the Spirit doth not reveal the matter of thgir 
Decrees Tp29pr7iu:, but by way of co-operation 
aſſiſts their  indeavours to hind out the 
truth from the proper Topicks of it,the Scrip- # 
ture and Antiquity ; for ſo all the force of * 
their decrees depends upon the reaſon and- Þ 
grounds upon which they are made. For it i 
any Counce! might pretend to that other way |} 


of revelation; ſure that firſt famous 


Apoſtolical ; 


Councel might, A#. 15. But that did not 
otherwiſe determine the matter in controverſy 


iP then TORN GUCNTHTEW5 YEroMevnss UL. 


7. when 


there had beenmuch debate-and difquifition 
out of the Scriptures, were the decrees made | 
| FSR and fign'd accordingly. It ſeemed good to the | 
* Hily Ghoſt androus. The Apoſtles and El- | 


ders were injoynt commiſſion withthe Spirit ; 


the ſame Lord that ſent the Spirit, ſent the A- | 
| mw 7 alſo, and therefore no contradiction to | 


led by the 5 pirit,and by the Shepherds too. 


THE forth and laſt leader- which is: 


"2 brought to avoid the Shepherds, is 


[2 


the 
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* weare bound not to aR. 


.1 Pet. 2. 23. 
the CONSCIENCE. | This is the 
Presbyterians {trongelt fort againſt Obedience. 
If he can pet his Conſcience about -him, he 


* thinks himſelf ſo ſafe that he may bid defiance 
Z toall Authority. 


In the:'Commiſon of leaders, I confeſs, as I 


ſaid, the Conſcience to be of the Quorum. We 


are to do nothing without it, and much leſs 
againſt it. But then we muſt be fure we 
miſtake not ſomewhat elle for the Conſcience. 


3 Every diſeaſe and diſtemper of the- nund 


caulleſs ſcruple, flight perſwaſton, ground- 
leſs fear 1s not the Conſcience, gail which 

Thetender Conſcience, for which ſo much 
favour is pleaded, may prove in ſome no bet- 


ter then a diſeaſe of the Soul, a ſpiritual Splene. 


2g Forthoughit be good to be tender of offend- 


ing God in any _ where it proceeds from 
the good temper and conſtitution of the ſoul, 
which 1s the ſame conſtantly in all caſes, and 
5 not affected or taken up fora purpoſe, as 
the ſturdy begger carries his arm in a ſtring, 
that it may bea Patent to beg and be idle. 

You may know it certainly to be a diſeaſe 


FF if it comes upon us by fitsand (tarts, as to be 


tender of oftending God when we obey men, 
d 2 and 


(25) 


(26) Ye were as Sheep going aſtray, &C. 
and not to be tender of offending God when 
we diſobey them. It they be not as tender 
of one {ide as of another, as I never find them 
to be, it is but a Paralitick Conſcience that is ® 
dead of one ſide. For tell him the Church : 
commands it, he preſently ſhrinks and ſtartles 
at it; and well ſo, for poſſibly he may ſin 
again God. Buttell him on the other {1de . | 
that God commands obedience to thoſe that * 
rule over us, it moves him not atall, you may | 
thruſt a needle into his {1de and he feels it not. % 
It ſhews plainly the Conſcience hath a dead | 
Palſy on that fide. - _ 
But % right and ſound Conſcience againſt 
which certainly we ought not to act, 18a con- | 
ſtant and well governed judgment; for not | 
toamulſe you as the manner 1s with frivolous |} 
diſtin&tions and definitions of Conſcience, in | 
this caſe the Conſcience is nothing but every ® 
mans private judgment; for he ought not to F 
attempt the doing of any thing, till he hath | 
iramed this judgment to himſelf, that it is | 
lawful for him to do it. .Now ſeeing our 1 
private judgment hath ſo great power and 3 
influence as to interrupt the courſe of publick, 
it had need be a true and regular bot ny 4 
As firſt, | : 


It } 


'1Pet. 2. 25. 


It muſt not be arbitrary, for that we think 
we have reaſon to decline in the publick Ma- 
giltrate, to govern by Will and not by Law. 


'# ment. 


3 Many a Conſcience if it were well examined, 
'Z willprove to benothing but will, not judge- . 


Every good judgment 1s upon a full hear: 


ing of the cauſe of both ſides, all evidences 
duly weighed and examined, then reſolves; 
this is a GC akiencs againſt which we ought 


not to ac, though | mw it might prove to 
or 


be erroneous; yet 


that it doth not ſet us free from the guilt of 


all that we muſt know 


b diſobeying our Governors. And then this 1s 


© all the benefit our Conſcience will do us in 
caſe of error, that it caſts us into a necefity of 


lnning, by obeying againft our ſelves, by dif- 


obeying again(t our Governors. 


We (hall 


do well therefore to take care, that we make 


Z notevery {light perſwaſzon, doubt or _ 
8 a Conſcience, truſting to- be diſcharge 


of 


our obedience by that, which indeed binds it 
faſter upon us, for that is the yery endand 
23 benefit for which is inſtituted the Paſtoral 
"7 charge, that when we are ſo weak we can 
7 not ſafely truit our ſelves, we may rely upon 
F that: unleſs we think it a good plea, I am 


. blind 


IL 
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blind and therefore. I will not be.led.” Iam | 
weak'and fickly, and therefore I wall not be | 
rul'd by the Phylitian. ; 


Now to ſum up all, if not Reaſon, nor 
Scripture, :nor the Spirit, inor Conſcience will 


diſcharge us, of the duty we owe to the 
Church, in thename of God, let us not raſhly # 
fling away fo great a blefling, that in all our | 


doubts and fears, tor our- quiet and ſecurity, i 


we may have recourſe to the: Shepherds and 


Biſhops of our Souls. 


His3s the laft point, the Shepherds Flock 
or the Biſhops Dice: the Souls of | 
men. And here we meet with another quar- 
rel from the Presbytery. That they may be 
ſure to ſpoil the Biſhops of all authority, they 
take away their Diocels, the cure of Souls, 
that they may be Biſhops ſine zirulo, for Bi- 
ſhops they are not either of our bodies or 
eltates. And why not of our Souls ? Chriſt 
indeed the great Shepherd that purchaſed 
them may rule them, but they are too preci- * 
ous for any other Shepherds to Lord over : 
whichrhey fay 1s done by binding the Souls 
with Church-laws and cenſures, Which Chriſt 
hath ſet at liberty. And thus they ſet u 
: Chil 


W255 oO 273 15 5% (29) | 
| Chriſt againſt himſelf, and Chriſtian liberty | | 
againſt Chriſtian duty. . ' 74 
: S. Paul, I confeſs doth earneſtly preſs this 
I point of liberty, Stand faſt inthe liberty where Gal.s. 1. 
2 with Chriſt hath made us free, and be n6t intangled 
7 again with the yoat of bondage. But what liberty? 
3 Itis not ſimply from obedience either to men 
& or Laws, for that were deſtructive to Humane 
Society as well as Religion. 'What then is 
it? Itisno more then' that Chrittians have a 
liberty not to be Jews. Idare be bold to ſay, 
this is all that-can be made of it. "And the 
reaſon why-S. Paul did'ſo earneſtly preſs it 1s 
evident. - The Jews that were willing enough 
to entertain the doctrine of -Chriſt, yet-were 
not ſo eaſily drawn to part with'thofe Rites 
and Ceremonies, to which they had beeti: fo 
long accuſtomed, and upon ſo good authori- 
ty. To humour theſe Simon Magur and his 
Diſciples fet up a medly of both Rehgions, 
that they maght be Chriſts Diſciples-ind Mes 
too. * Againit this doctrine S\'Paubſets' him- 
ſelf, eſpecially in” his Epiſtles "to the Romans 
and Galatians. -- T-they have'taken upon them 
to be Chriſtians/let them ſtand trothat, and . 
not lobk back again tothe '"feſh having begn# in ; 5 
the Spitit,, Fot beholdj'T/Paal ſay wtto you, if 
ye 
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Ye were as Sheep going aſtray, &c. | 


Gitis, . Ye be Circumciſed,Chriſt ſþall profit you nothing. To 


1 Pet. 2. 


\C Se 4 


Num. 30.2 


claim from hence liberty from any other men 


or laws then the Jews, they might as well fay | 
Chriſt hath here given them liberty not to be | 
Chriſtians. For Chriſtians we cannqt be, | 
unleſs we obey the Laws and Government of # 
To ule | 
our liberty in this caſe our Apoitle in the 16. | 
verſe of this ws hath adjudged it to be no 


thoſe that Chriit hath ſet over us. 


better then a cloak of malitiouſnep. 


And for thoſe Conſciences which are ſo | 
tender that every Church-law pinches and | 


galls them, they .do without reluctance bind 


their ownSouls,Every private man can dothat 


which we will not indure the Church (hould 
do. Hethat promiſeth any thing is bound in 
conſcience to perform it,though before hetook 
that bond upon him, he had his Chriſtian lt- 


berty not to doit. Before Ananias promiſed 


to ſell his eſtate, and give it to the Church, 


he was free, S. Peter told him ſo; Was it not 


. in thine own power 4 Yet after that it was not in 


his power to make uſe of. that liberty; for his 
conſcience was. bound. - And if a promiſe 
may do this, jnueh .mgre a'vow or an oath. 
If a man vow a'vow-umto the-Lord, or ſwear an oath 
to bind bis Soul, . Numb: jo. 2. ( the Soul 
| may 
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foal do _— fo all that fries ont of his 


= mouth. 
XZ -If a 'man' ould be ſo aabenlcuibds as to 


: i fay;-his conſcience maybe bound by himſelf,” 


IF but not by any elſe. Do not they themſelves, 
: WY as their manner is in their Sermons, bind over 
 i& their bearers to anſwer for them at the day of 
Bf judgment:? and what a heap and load of Ser: 
& mons' mult then ly upon ther Conſfciences ? 
BY thoughthe truth is, they bind nonebut them: 
if ſelves, and thatto — corrupting Gods 
BB Word,.and-mifleatl people intoFatti- 
Bon; Scdition and Dibbediencs, to ſay no 
worſe. 
-:;Letus Grroutly conficduy md compare that 
which: they weadd avoid, "with that: which 
they indeavour 'to ſet up in'the room of it. 
They: would avoid ft the power of the 
Chueth i mher Lawsand Cenſures as 4 domi- 
Necring'oVer mens conſciences, and ak 
it over-'Gods inheritance. But ifthey 1ook 
uponit with an: impartial eye, they-ſhall find 
all contrary ,. nothing (but '\moteration; as 
firſt m the vevy fliſeof the: Church,” that there 
wighit be no o envorda! 'Thelawsby which 


they govern, are not call d laws but canons , 


"+ that 


py 


Ge bownd-)ike fall me becak' bb wire: be 


PR 
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4 that 1s, rules to-guide; rather-then force: 
2. Church-puniſhments are not call'd pene 
but cenſure, not that they are ſweetned with |} 
200d words'only,but with real benefit; for they | 
are gotas temporal-puniſhments ad vinditambut Þ 
ad diſciplinam, tor the amendment, not revenge | 
of ſin. 3. The temporal judge, if not So- | 
veraign, {camo pardon the - felony though | 
he would. The Eccleltaſtical judge carinot | 
but pardon though he would not.” Eccleſia non 
claudit gremium redeuntibuz, 18a rule in the Conrt } 
Chriſtian. + The Church refuſeth none that: 
will return and repent;-; There 1s no fuchrule 
in ſecular Courts, that the thief or murtherer 
upon repentance may be pardoned. . And by 
x 119 (47 2008 in:elder_ tiwmes it'was deemedan 
irregularity: toi be prefent at a- ſentence of 
blood. Not that 1t 1sa'crime to beſo, but: 
as the Canon ſpeaks, propter defeFum lenitatis, 
that-nothing-1n/:thern might ſeem ' toibe':of 
harſhneſs or cruelty.:'>The higheſt and moſt! 
terrible-ofall-Church-cenſures, of whichmen: 
ſeem tabemoſt unpatient, how-harmleſs:and: 
gentle: cis 1t; Excommutication 9 [Tf he. be. not: 
wilty,: clavibhy errattibs,\ be never the worſei 
a8 it; the bonds 'fall-ioff themfelves;' if he: 


o 


27, xo Mien Ko WF hy one 3 C339 
be guilty, he may. be the better for it if he will | 
When Sg. Paw judged the incettuaus Cirinthian Cor.1.3. 
i to be delivered unto. Satan ,, and this was 
i thought to be Excommunication and ſome- 
 Þ whatmore; yet this was for his benefit , for 
i the deftrufion of the fleſh,. tha the ſpirit might be Vert 5: 

= ſaved in the day of. our . Lord Feſue , .verle 5. 
What is there in all this that ſhould fright us 
from our obedience ? 
_ But now let us ſee'what onthe other; {ide 
they would ſet up in the room of. this. Ali 
berty of Conſcience, forſooth, from the ſetters of 
laws, that they might not ſerve God in bonds 
like {laves, but-ireely. That they may preach 
what they will, and as long as they will. That 
they. may pray how they will, and faſt when 
they will, That they may ſtand and knee] 
where and when they will. - Indeeda true 
arbitrary Will-worſhip , inſtead of a lawful or- 
derly ſerving of God, a confuſion of all. 
But they hold themſelves wrong'd to be 
charged with wall-worſhip, for that they do 
all by Reaſon and the Scripture and the Spirit. 
Yet for all that pretenſe they are {till under 
that charge ; becauſeall theſe are at their own 
wills,, what ſeRary is there that witha wet 
hnger cannot, nay doth not challenge Rea-. 
EGS e 2 ſon, 
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634.) Ye were as Sheep gomg dftray, &c. 
fon, the Scripture, the Spirit and 'Conſci- 
ence to be for him,” whenbe wif? © © 
And why do they allow theſe 'to- gnide 
them and not the Shepherds, but becauſe | 
theſe are it their beck and will, but the Shep- : 
herds are'not ? And therefore becanſe they i 
carmot command them, 'they would be rid of 
. them, that ſo they might without control, 
Lord it as they will. ba 
Bur I ſhalttronble yori no longer with our 
ky —_ or their ©Adverſaries, bat for a con- 
cluffon and caution reffe& upon our ſelves: 
for though Chriſt hath committed the cure 
of our ſouls to others, he hath not" taken it 
from our ſelves. The Shepherds were gj- 
ven fora helpto eaſe ns in it, notto eaſe us 
of it. Everyone mayand muſt be by a con- 
carrent care a Shepherd and Biſhop to himm- 
felf:; and then here I ſhall take teave only to 
put you in mind of your Dioceſs, your Souls, 
that 'ye be nut onr Apoſtles EA NoTPIOETIONOT 0, 


(£445 in this Epiſtle, that we miſtake not our Cure; 


fobthere be other things we have asgreat af- 
{ection for as our Souls; 1 with 'we had not. 
Therich glatton inthe Goſpel, when he ſaid 
Lukr2.1o TO his Soul, Soul rake thine eaſe, thou haſt much 
| goods Iaid up for thee, &c. fare he miſtook his 


body for his Sonl, for there was nothing in 
is! barns that could feed that. | '' This is'no 
greater an error and-miltake then'we 'dayly 3 
commit our ſelves; to go no'' farther then 
this a time. Lew, if there were any. 
= thing left of it among us but the name, charges 
the ſoul by prayer and fafting'to fit and pre- * 
pare tt ſelf to meet our Lord at the ReſurreQts 
on. When we plead our conſtitution and 
health againſt it, it ſhews weare no ill Curates 
of our bodies, whatſoever we be of our 
—_— Ws | 
Yea that which hath a better title to be our 
ſouls will not lie within this Cure ; the inel- 
le4ud and principal partof the ſoul; and the 
iriching it with the knowledge of- Arts and 
Sciences, ſpeculative and practick, by which 
0 all our affairs and the greateſt of all the affairs 
i ofthe world are governed,” whichemploy the. 
ſouls beſt vertnes and mdowments,- and for 
which none but great and noble fouls are fit. 
Yet this is not the foul for which: Chriſt died, 
andis to be onr Cure.For when we have gain- 
edthisand all the world belides we may boſe 
onr ſouls. The Holy Ghoſt takes no othernotice- 
ofthele then as if they were but bodies, and 
©2122. | indeed: 
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| (26). Ye were as Sheep- gowns aftray, Cc 7 
indeed for their continuance they are no bet- 
ter,for they periſh with our bodies; the great-' 
6{t-wits and -wile(t' conda# lie. buried in- their 
duſt -with.them, nor will they appear again 
for usin that world. where, the ſoul 1s molt | 
.concern'd. In a, word, the Hcripture owns 
no; lofing' or ſaving to the ſoul but: in that 
condition which mulit live and continue for 
ever. Nothing .is worthy that name that 
4s not immortal. Yet I mult 'recal my ſelf 
when. I ſaid theſe mortal ſouls, that. is, 
in their temporal condition, are not with- | 
in our Cure; to get; it may be not, 
but to uſe they are. . The meaneſt of them 
all our Saviour' exprelly. commits. to_ our 

Luk, 16.5. Charge > Make you Fiend, of unrighteour Mam- 

| mon, that they may receive you into everlaſting 

habitations.. Things everlaſting are proper 

for the ſoul. And if you ſhall make you 

friends likewiſe of your honours, powers, 'and 

knowledge , tor the advantage of Gods honour 

and ſervice, certainly they. will do as much 

for . you as, Mammon can, For thus theſe 

-.... mortals do put on immortality , theſe cor- 
x Cor.15. : : 

;:4  ruptibles. do put on incorruption. You 

may in this ſenſe make a ſoul out. of your 


bodies 
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bodies by the: chaſt ,- ſober and- temperate 
-uſe of them. And. ſo our bodies and. all 
elſe become the proper Cure of our ſouls, 
and in the diſcharge of that care, we may 
expect the bleſſing of good Shepherds as 
well as that of good Sheep. And when , R 

the chief Shepherd foal appear , ye ſhall receive © © 
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a crown of Glory that fadeth not away. 
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